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Preface

Before there were the Gospels, the Letters, and the Revelation, the people of Go

] ha

Law, the Prophets, and the Writings. Isaiah is preeminent among the prophets both for the nt

of references in the New Testament, 55, but also for its soarmypoet | sai ahds
been described as if descending from the Throne Room of Heaven itself while lifting red
Goddos very presence. |t I S not sur pr iTha
Messialmor that Isaiah is knownHse Fifth Gospel

Isaiah lived in tumultuous times. First in the 8th century BCE (chap@¢duting the risq

of the Assyrian Empire, then in the 6th century BCE (chaptt®y when the School of Isaigh,

(those prophets wo continued his work in his namgpoke from the spiritual and physi
geography of the Babylonian Exile, and finally in the 5th century BCE (chd&@ieraribbeyonc

during what is known asthepesx i | i ¢ peri od af t e rchalats designats

these eras OFirst | saiah, 06 0Second (Deut
| saiah, Second | saiah, and Third | saiah.
Isaiah wrote as Assyria, the GEgapire, rose to power and threatened Israel, the nor
kingdom. Second Isaiah wrote after Babylon, the next Great Empire, had conquered J
southern kingdom, and taken them into exile. Third Isaiah wrote after the exiles returned
shadw of Al exanderds Greece, yet another
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is rather calm when compared to the times in which Isaiah, and the prophets who followed |

name, wrote.

This Advent devotional introduces you to Isasallesus readiito its beauty, its lyrica
poetry, its social challenge, and its spiritual hope. As Matthew or John shape and form oy
Christian identity, so Isaiah helped form Jesus.
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Not every reading from Isaiah fits neatly into an Advent tlagché will not try to force

connection that is not present. When possible, however, | will to point to the Gospel asIt Ccé
1 e

seen on | saiahdéds horizon, to show how t
soil of a people whimad long wrestled with God and each other, until Messiah could be bc
this world.

This devotional is probably not for people who prefer "Chicken Soup for the Christial

But if you want to see f ai t h ntors, this deydtional Wil

start a journey where you will encounter
anew, and, perhaps, hear him call you to a deeper faithfulness.

Grace out,
Brad Munroe

All images taken fro®hutterstock.com on February 16, 2020.
All Scripture taken from the New International Version
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December 1 Isaiah 2:14

and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither s

He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many people\sr,amksyilstmblbmatarm
all tl

| sai ah6s prophecjp— e a
must have seemed like the twilight of Israff——————
histornfi t w o centuries |
congquests and ASviohlthe
shadow of the Assyrian Empire e
expandingi t s ar mi es ma
to the west and south, with Israel next in
crosshairs. I I mag
neighbors were concerned about their sa
conversations about military spending cirg S
their dinner tables; maybe even a prayer o/LE& '
to Yahweh. Isaiah, however, segrmess  Peoples shall come and gagme, let us go up
concerned about Assyria. to the mountain of theorb, to the house of
| sai ahds eyes wer ethe God of Jacolthathe may teach us his
| saiah saw Israel ®a®nd that we may syal
military problem but a spiritual one. For Isaiah, /Saiah, learning the ways of the God of Jgcob
Israel needed to learn about fiuste kindof ~Was needed; | earninfg
trust putinto action, where swords are beaten the way forward, the way out, for Israel. While
into powshares and spears into pruning hooks. the nation searched for safety, Isaiah offgred
That such counsel was received as folly bynope.
| sai ahds contemporar i es Buthopeinan unexpected place, fr
whether Isaiah intended his counsel to be taker@n unlikely source, is not often welcomed. Juch
literally a matter for debaReyond debate is IS the journey of Advent. Advent is the tifne
that Isaiah viewed Israelfesing a spiritual ~ When we renew our willingness to ogen
problem that was also a social problem. ourselves to the unexpectetiwelcome the
Isaiah knew the day would cdimend unlikely.
the day was desperately neded e Manyo Can anything good come frégalilee?

Prayer: God of Hope, open my mind to your possibilities, my heart to your promises,
hands to your people. Teach me your ways and to walk in your pathgrant me your hope.
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December 2 Isaiah 5:17

Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a virjgyar
dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he builidstvedithémadrangpeou

a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.

Jesus described Israel as a vineyard i
parables and teaching. In Luke 20, Jesus
the parable of the wicked tenants w
despoiled the vineyardrhis parablewas
understood as spoken against the priests §
scribes. In John 15, Jesus used vineyf
imagery to convey the relationship betwdk
our connection to him and our ability to bef
the fr ui t -dom. JeSus tbdrred adbo
vineyard imagery from Isaiah.

Often forgotten, or at least neglected L&

t he noti on t hat Vi ni 0
Beloved. Even as Isaiah spoke a prophetic |saiah spoke this strong word against |
wor d, | srael s stat uydecauskorpofThhsts is exalted )

question And Isaiah did speak a word against Justiceand the Holy God shows himself hq
Israel: by righteousnegsbut, also, because Israel|

éyou who joinwhioaddseGodos Beloved and
field to fielduntil there is room for no one ~ Mattered.

IS
t

butyouand you are | ef Adventisasmucha time ofreckoning gs it
(5:8) is reflection. We do not always notice fhe

reckoning portion of Adverds we are focusaz

pursuit of strong drinkiho linger inthe swath a joyous veneer upon the Season.

evening o be i nfl &mBd b Adventis aboutthe coming of God into the

world, we are careless with Scripture if

éyou who calaid gmwiIN€glect Adventds wg
evil éwho acquit atdh e Beloved andherefore, justice is expectedg
deprive the innocent of their righ&20) righteousness called forth from us.

t,

we
rr
nd

Prayer: God of Justice, open my eyes to see my own brokenness and how | contribute to|the

brokenness of my community. Lord, ha® mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!




December 3 Isaiah 6:213

OHoly, holy, holy id.tbeDof hosts;h e whol e eaAnd i ssdiud:!l ®Wp e

am a man of unclean lips, and | live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyles
hosts! 6

Advent ds promi se S
attention, we ol | gl i m
declare, the shepherds come to see, and the
Star points to the glory of God! But have you
ever imagined what that moment might be like?
Isaiah actually ss@od 6s gl or vy, i
vision, and it was almost his undoing.

Isaiah 6 plays a rademilar to the role
John the Baptizer plays in the Advent
narratives. John was always barking a warning
about somethingi You brood of v
warned you to fledrom the wrath to and Jesus bégrtheag

comeBear fruit wo r t h ywhy on earth might God want people not
(Matthew3:B) Johnds r ol e ihear, notto see, and be dulld@ Well, for
to caution Godds peoheavends sake, act g
seriously; his was a warning not to walk too Isaiah 6 and John the Baptizer show
casually i nto Go d 6 s need for repentance, exposing the dark u
delivered a similarond: belly of our pride, our greed, our sloth. B

_ _ Isaiah and John understood that until we
Make the mind of this people dafid Stop  gpje to accept that we have a problem, we
their earsand shut their eyes that they never be open to receiving thealing God
may not look with their eyasd listen with offersd Now t hat this h
their ears,and comprehend with their ., quilt has departed and your sin is bl
mindsand turn and be out . 6
lie wastavithout inhabitantand houses Godds
without people,and the land is utterly
desol at e é.

gl ory comes

shepherds worshipped, to see to whom the

Jesus quoted Isaiah 6 in response to bein |
asked why he spoke in parables. Both Isaiat BEWare’

Prayer: Guide me, O Thou Great Jehovah! Grant me courage, grant me wisdom, for |
facing of this hour! For the facing of this hour.

(points isnot easy, nor for the faint of heaft.

sSee

able to hear what angels declare, to worsHip a

Stal

he




December 4 Isaiah 7:1014

Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my

Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child andskiallinbeae g{son

Immanuel.

Before Mary faced a choice, Ahaz faced
one, too. Ahaz, king of the southern kingdom
of Judah, was surrounded by hostile nations t
his north, by Syria (King Rezin) and Israel
(King Pekah). In his fear, Ahaz made a pac
with Assyria, the great power even farthe
north, whose armies were laying waste to th§
entire region. Ahaz
practices of the nat
Templ e t he Asascgtridaat
Kings 16) Fear often leads to poor choices.

virgin birth. Some quibble the Hebrew word VI rgi n, to |l ook at
means Omai doeynodu n gnotw o 1OPPOrtunities, to look at the apparent absg
dOvidoginwonder, 0OHerav nOfdvine help and see Immanuel. Ahaz

hooking upi n | srael 2 g ounwillingand unable to see Immanuel, for

Linguistically, the quibble is legitimate; fear dominatethim.
culturally not so much. The prophecy makes Maryos S tory was
sense only as an act of the Lord. Fear oftenMe to wonder. Was it that she was young

leads to poor choices, and the biblical antidoted i dndt know enough
to fear is faith. she was poor, without political power

| saiahds prophecy €conomic priviege? Was fiat she was g

his trust in the Lord rather than Assyrian Maiden in an era of intense patriarchy?
might. Only then, once the step of faith was €asier to have faith when you have less to
taken, could Ahaz have discovered Immanuel Whatever the reason, Mary rejected fear

or

S it
ose
anc

Im-manuel is a combination of three Hebrew S&id yes to faith. And in doing so, Mary bore

words whose literal meagin i s-usGwidt ! Nt o the wsGod. ¢ he

Prayer: Immanuel, invite me into a life of faith by helping me let go of my fear. Open m¢

t hrough faith, teusGodeing you, the oOowith

oW




December 5 Isaiah 8:1115

He will become a sanctuary, a stone one strikes against; for both houses of Israel he wi| bec
ovér a trap and a snare for the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

In these stilearly words of Isaiah, thg
tone remains dour, ‘
like dour in our culture. Isaiah spoke of traff- ¥4&-
and snares when we prefer to talk abdf.
opportunities and possibilities. Isaiah spokeg

stumbling blocks when we want to know hg
to get our churches moving forward. Isai
spoke of fear and dread.

As it happens, | am Scottish, and t
family crest of Cl a

My nonseminary trained family members hal&
aslked me about our crest, and | talk to them Jesust. 00 k | sai ahds | m
about howthavor d ofear 6 i n Stoneandsaid hehimselfwas the stone thgt

connotati on o f d a we  would cause people to stumble (Matthew 1)

majesty is so great we cannot help but peAnd, indeed, people stumbled over hjm:

overwhelmed. | try to make the fear (or dread) I00king like a peasant, coming from fhe
of the Lord sound less intimidating. | suspect Packwaters of the nation, yet speaking like a
Isaiah would object. rabbi and, even more, as if he thought hefwas

Isaiah was only comfortable wiitlth Messiah. Jesus sounded like a revolutiongry t
and the truth was that Judah was a hot messSOMe, like a sage to others, and acted aﬁ{; th

Corruption and oppression were lovers, while Prfésence of GOd_ dwelled within him. d
greed and injustice routinely madekalley through him. Yes, indeed, Jesus was a bit fnucl

deals aimed at harming the poor. In such afor some people.

society, fear and dread should not be made tc ~ Advent invites us to take stock of qur

warning be sugapated both the House of ~ dour, to do dread. And so Advent invites ug to

Israel (the northern kingdom) and the House truth, to name those places in our soclety

of Judah (the southern kingdom) would fall. where corruption and oppression are loyers
No one continues to walk who strikes their @nd where greed and justice iz alley
foot against the stone. deals. Will we stumble or will we walk?

Prayer: Immanuel, open me to the truth and teach me to walk in the light. May | nevgr
stumble over Jesus, the Rock of my salvation.




December 6 Isaiah 9:211

Nevertheless, the people who walkedhavedadeessgreatiagd;who lived in a land of deep ggrkn
on them | ight has shined¢éFauthority restsupoh kis shaalers;

he is nam@&nderf@ounselor, Mighty Beet]asting Father, Prince of Peace.

ONeverthel essd S x
I?iercing t he gloom of FOR | a [
ONeverthel esso mar ks Ac':'l':;ll’su:m ro
hope. Thes hade from Assyr.i S
ever darker; nevertheless, the Lord was still @ don i quen
God. Th d and tion in Israel L e
od. e greed and corruption in Israe shall b :
continued unrelentingly; nevertheless, Israel AND HIS NAME
remained Godds belove O S o
In the midst of our darkest times it is THE MIGHTY GOD
easy to wondpmomises, a® il t THE EVERLASTING FATHER
Godds presence Or pro THE PRINCE OF PEACE D T
Injustice seems rampant, common sense il

reforms mere whispers in a world of shouting, 5nq farther. to refer to all humanitye hear

our beloved continues toward death: How g promise through the lens of Trinitathan
hat

long, O Lord, will you forget us? faith as expanding even into the sinews
Never t theré wilsbe no giwo hold the cosmos together. We hear

for those who were | 'yomiseand trustthatit refers to Jesus. ' F !
oThe people who walked in darkrnesge seen Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Gofi

his

a great lighthose who lived in a land of deep  gyerjasting Father, and Prince of Peace arg jok

darkness o n them | ight descriptions: the God of Wonders fuly

Nevc_artheless, God showediuip the form of present, powerful and mighty, the father

a child. . _ eternity t he Anointed w
The promise of a child, son, meant shalom | sai ahdés hope |

something different to Isaiah than td Gsr Aoi nt ed t he Chose

n
l'saiah, the promise meetisrael in its moment of deepest darlé?l
Anointed, a Chosen Instrument, one through o+ same hope is encountered when

whom the nation would rally, rise up, be ancounter Jesus who, in moments of
rescued. For us, we hear this promise througry o o pest need i's Go
the lens of the Gospel as penetrating deeper

For your prayer today, googl e oHandel ,
the YouTube performances that display.

of
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December 7 Isaiah 11:4110

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, andvedoitasfdnishaditgrd he Spirit of the Ligrd s

rest on him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the
fear of the Lords Helight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

A shoot and a root. Isaiah 11, one of the
texts most profoundly connected with Advent,
begins and ends with the shoot and root of

Jesse, D a v i gleatsancdstart of e r

Jesus: OA shoot shalll

of Jesseéod and, o00On t heg

shall stand as a si gng

Il magery reminds wus t ha

family affair. earthéThey wlestrdyn allq

Godds salvati on r ung@yhdlymoshtdifohthe Badtty willbfsl

family to all families, to your family and my  of the knowledge of tHeorD as the waters
family, to families stressed by economics, war cover the sea.

or famine, to families broken by addiction, N _
abuse, or social structures that extinguish hope, T hat G_(_) d_o s sal Y atl
Godds salvation inte nf%ms"yt? %Ich[nll(ljeﬁlsérhotygtpqpar flayc
all places such that rouelational web is a shoot has nisen from the stump of Jesse

strengthened through healing, by compassion,

roots have yet to grow to their fullest capagi

S iri

and for justice. So as Advent is.a season when we prepafe fo
In between the shoot rising from the the arrival o f, the |ba
dead tree stump and tV\ﬁhea td e'cjegpr IOroos'oet?so of Dav
family tree extending to the nations, is a It Advent '? merely preparatlo.n to It
cascade of images pr Oc%(iileg ia%d%j'r,]@%n& %Ilghtws erzngs,c th a
ther estoration of GodaRiP3] Iarnhieh Igsus,was horn nig ghis
families: world. Thé light we lift come Christmas Hve
finds meaning in the life born into the wolld
He shall not judge by what his eyesogsee, for the sake of your family and my family, gnd
decide by what his ears hdart with for all families still searchisgy) yearningstill
righteousness he shall judge the pomt, hopi ng for Godds rijgh

decide with equity for the meek of the as the waters cover the sea.

Prayer: Holy God, may | bring equity to other8 fairness of means and resuit and look
upon the poor through the eyes of Jesus. May peace be known upon me #mdugh me to
those | encounter today.




December 8 Isaiah 25:610

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of riagddosling $castrafiiet
filled with marrow, chgetl wines iséichiclear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroudl the
all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever.

Ther eds no
in life than a feast with friendj
Thereds not hi
loss of a belovédfriend or
family. | s ai
Hope promlses the one ar|f

the other.
Af ter | s ai
were written in the"8century
B.C.E., rabbis detesl the come first. Jesus turns our presumption
meaning of his promise, especially the thrice upsidedown and insideut with an even
used word oall . o6 I f @®loll dpeoplresni aed &lldods
are a part of this promise)Jl| sr ael 6 s all nagons. Evan our enemies.
be present at the feast, too? Remember the last time you had a fgast
By Jes us &centayC.Ei, the t bf @ch food and welhged wines withiends.

rabbis had developed a peckirtgr for those Remember the joy, the laughter, the -light
who will be present. The Gentiles would be at hearted banter. Now imagine that same banter
the feast but have to sit behind the Jewishthat same laughter, that same joy, with those
families. The Gentiles would be present but asyou currently call an enemy. This is the jgyful
servants. The Gent i | deastoitmepdoplecoiod.| |, you |g:¢
the picture: Godds ¢ hoskRemembar the last time yau .gath§redc
vision is nothe joyful feast of the people of with loved ones to bear witness to the
God. resurrection. Remember the sorrow, the tgars,
The Church in the 2Xentury bears a  the softly spoken reminiscences. Now imapine
strong resemblance to rabbinic attitudes in thea time when all relationships nesent tense
1stcenturyWe are tempte think, to feel, to where tears turinto laughter with sorrow
say, and even to act upon a presumed peckingransformed into joy. This is the Advent hdpe
order : us and tdhesen, ot lbe wh; cWwe | s @liwadebratgd o i |nt

Prayer: God of Life and Love, turn my heart insideut, and help me anticipate the joyful
feast ofthe people of God even here, even now, even today.




December 9 Isaiah 28:1419

Il am |l aying in Zion a foundation stone,
not panic.jufmnidce wheéll ma&ke and righteol

Jesus had much to say about how to down and estimat
evaluate good from bad, truth from lie, light the cost, to se¢
from dar k. OA good t wheher he has
and a bad tree willbeaad f r ui t . 6 enoughtocomplet

know the truth and t hit?Again, Jesus, th iy

Ol f one blind person Messiah, leare - b |

fall i n3t Jesud ldamed phese trubhs from Isaiah, the :

from Isaiah. For Isaiah, the measure for good Mentor. For Isaiah

from bad consisted of justice and a good foundatio

righteosness right relationships whose aim is tested and surds

was fairness of process arebult Right even precious, and

relationships, for ésahcreated a plumbline. who trusts will not
Old School masons used a string on a On what are you building ydife? Is

nail to detect a 9fegree angle, the laws of your weHbeing crushed without financial
gravity showing them up from down. Justice vocational successes? On what have you
and ri ght e o plsmbéngwhicta r eyour faith? Is your trust God cratered if yot
tellsgood from bad, truth from lie, light from must bear a cross? Or is your life and faith
dark. Does an act lead to wellness andupon the sure and

o
buil

Duilt
ce

wholeness for the entire community? Does adesire for yownd for all, is right relationshipp?

decision lead to healing and health in Can you trusthat God desires communitie
relationships? Are the least, last and lost amon@nd nations built upon fairness of process
our citizenry caredor with compassion, result?

mercy, and kindness? What plumb line do you use to evaILfte

Jesus also had something to say abouthow the laws of spiritual gravity guide
buil ding strong f oun doward up from down? Adventis a time
buil ds t he houtengingdon remember, a time of preparation, a time
build a tower, does not the builder first sit recommit: Jesus is our plumb line.

4

Prayer: Just and Merciful God, teach me anew to commit my life to loving you by servipg

others. Empower me to be the hands and feet of Good News.
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December 10 Isaiah 29:1116

The Lord sad@Because these people draw near withatiteronouthe with theivhipes their heart$
far from memd their worship of me is a human commandmentsigarnbdeby noté; s d o m|| o f

7

perisheé. o

<))
=
D

We hear a | ot a
whichoftens eems t o be def
my side doesnot I ¢
situation, but it appears our country is mireg
confirmation bias we believewhat we are
already predisposed to believe, act upon it, g
woe to anyone who stands in ouy.waaiah
encountered a similar situation.

Power politics i
dominated by the Assyrians: Terrors from {
North. Should the king build up the army

neighbors? What woul dancientliturgy to ime, to guide, to direct gl 5 .
One would expect for Israel to have that one does. Israel heard, knew, phnd

sought the Lordds couwwnderstood the Lordqa@:
where the rul ers an dnotlikewhatthey heard. For them it was;Hake
failed. Oh, they sougNews _ _ e
in name onltheysaid dlthe right things, used Jesus qu_oted this portion of Isaiah in}his
the religiously approved script, the obedience@rguments with those who thought |of

they had learned as children, what some calthemselvessareligious leaders.e s us 6| ¢
| earning that is oby Wasthis: they knew the form but not tge

rote. substance of true faith, and so their wisqom

There is a difference between learning Perished. The Season of Advent forces s to
by rote and learning by heart. Rote is kipw ~ 'émember and recite the ancient liturgy of what
the words; heart is knowing what the words G0d has done in Jesus Christ. Advenings
mean. Rote is saying all the right things; hearUs We know the story by rote; it invites ug to
is saying the right things as a covenant, as alive it by heart.

Prayer: Sofia God, whose wisdom is the fount of all true understanding, keep us wise in w¢rd
and deed, in attitude and actionall for your honor and the wetbeing of those for whom you
sent your Son into the world.




December 11 Isaiah 35:510

Then the eyes of the blind shall edoihenears of the deaf utisesptiedtame shall leapléikead]
the tongue of the speechless Borgifatgms/shall break forth in the valdedhess, t r e a Mi\s
highway shallbe there it s hal | be called the Holy

John the Baptize
was a man of convictio
a strong preacheand
flerce  prophet, he
brooked no foolandhad
zero  tolerance fo
nonsense. The depicti
of John in the Gospels
a bit scary, frankly, a
itds more than just t The messengers from John asked
horeyii howdidhe gather the wild honey? But 0 Ar e you t he one (
even people of conviction, even if they live anot her ?6 Jesus ans
strong and fierce, can have their doubts.

Johnos doubt s aros
moment, where he sat in prison, his movement
seemingly defeated, his life dangled by a.thread
The thread was heldy a maniacal and cruel
seamstressHerod.John knew the deggis of
Herods heart, and it c | saiah is the gua
In the dusk and gloom, John sent messenger:credentials. Jesus was doing what IS

Go and tell John what you hear andtbee
blind receive their sight, the lame walk,
lepersare cleansed, the deaf hear, the
are raised, and the poor have good
brought to them.

SIS
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to his cousin, Jesus, to ask if he was thef g r et ol d G ovbild do Aesasli n

Messiah (Matthew 11). di dnét answer with
Most readers of the Gospel assume Johnanswered with his walk, describing the H

a
oly

already believed this to be true about Jesus\yaywhere rain falls in the desert, light shihes

Earlier in the GosfieJohn believed his cousin  j the darkness, and God showsimmpur
was Messiah, but the evidence had become¢gwest moments.

foggy. Doubt ofteremergs in the midst of

dusk and gloom and fog.

Prayer: God of the Desert, who sends rain upon just and unjust alike, refresh me with yd
Spirit that | may walk the Way of Jesus today.

ur




